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Jaron K. Carson  
Chief of Academics                                                      

carsonjk@scsk12.org  

 
   

Shelby County Schools has identified student achievement as its highest priority. To support this 
priority, we are dedicated to assisting schools, teachers, parents, and the community around the goal 
of all SCS students attaining reading readiness by the time they reach the 3rd grade. Third grade has 
been identified as important to literacy because it is the year students are no longer “learning to read” 
but they are “reading to learn.” Research has shown that if our students are not proficient readers by 
the time they reach the third grade, they fall further behind and will continue to get further behind as 
time goes on.  

Shelby County Schools is dedicated to our students and the 3rd Grade Commitment. The 3rd Grade 
Commitment is our pledge that we will work collaboratively with schools, parents, and the community 
to ensure SCS students reach reading readiness by the time they enter 3rd grade.  

As we work to ReImagine 901, we will continue to work with our parents at home so that they can support 
literacy. To do this we need your support. Shelby County Schools wants to keep the learning alive over the 
holiday break. To help your child get ahead of the learning curve, we have created 3rd Grade Commitment 
Support Packets for students in grades K-2. The packet is full of fun and engaging activities that your child can 
complete over the holiday break to keep them sharp and prepared to continue the learning when they return to 
the classroom in January.  Just a few minutes a day will make a tremendous difference. Help us help your child!   

For more information about the 3rd Grade Commitment including additional resources and how it applies to 
your child, please visit the Shelby County Schools webpage using the link below.  

http://www.scsk12.org/commitment/parent?PID=1490 

  
Sincerely,  
  

Jaron K. Carson  
Jaron K. Carson,   
Chief of Academics  
  

   

  

    
O FFICE OF   A CADEMICS   

http://www.scsk12.org/commitment/parent?PID=1490
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   10 Days of Fun with Literacy 
 

• Literacy Everywhere Activities 
• Daily Calendar Practice Activities 
• High Frequency Word Practice 

	



1st Grade  

Literacy Everywhere 

 
Literacy is everywhere!  Here are some activities you can engage your child in at home, in a 

restaurant, and in the car.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Home Restaurant Car 

Use magnetic letters to spell 

words on the refrigerator or 

baking sheet. 

 

Read directions for putting 

together new Christmas toys. 

 

Identify letters, words, and 

sounds in the newspaper. 

 

Compose a text message to a 

loved one; use proper 

grammar, spelling & 

punctuation. 

 

Watch interactive educational 

videos/TV shows and retell the 

events in order. 

 

Read menus. Find words with 

the same ending sound (salad, 

bread). 

 

Listen for items that have the 

same beginning sound (soup, 

sandwich). 

 

Video your child describing 

his/her favorite dish. 

 

Discuss daily happenings 

(Family Talk). 

 

Be a food critic and write a 

review of one of the menu 

items ordered. 

 

 

Practice naming things and 

sorting them into categories, 

such as things in the sky or 

things on the ground. 

 

Play games like I-Spy with 

letters and words.  

 

Point out and discuss what you 

see. What color is the tree? 

What sounds do you hear in 

the word “tree?” Try to spell 

tree. 

 

Keep books in the back seat of 

the car for children to read 

during travel. 

 

 

 

 

 



1st Grade 

High Frequency Word Fun! 
 

Read each high frequency word. Challenge yourself with the list of activities below.  

 
1st Grade 

does 

not 

school 

what 

down 

out 

up 

very 

become 

good 

pull 

by 

many 

place 

walk  

away 

fun 

make 

they 

too 

jump 

move 

run 

two 

again 

help 

new 

there 

use 

now 

some 

today 

way 

could 

live 

one 

then 

three 

eat 

no 

of 

under 

who 

all 

call 

day 

her 

want 

around 

why 

 

1. Sort words by the number of letters in each word. 

2. Identify the words in a story or write a story using the words. 

3. Say and write simple sentences using each word. 

4. Spell words with shaving cream, playdough, sand, or sugar. 

5. Cut letters from magazines, ads, or newspapers to spell each word. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

First Grade Daily Literacy Practice 
 

Complete a practice task each day during Winter Break. Use the blank space below and a 

separate sheet of paper to write your response. 

 

December 2021 



	
	 	 	

3GC Winter Break 
Support Packet 

	
	
	

		
	
	
	

   Foundational Skills Practice 
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Spelling: Short i

Grade 1 • Unit 1 • Week 2

A.  Read the words in the box. Then sort the words using 
the word endings.

hit   kiss   miss   pin   sit   win

Words with iss Words with it Words with in

 

B.  Think of words that have the same word endings. Add 
them to the chart.
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Structural Analysis: Double Final Consonants

When a word ends with two consonants that are the 
same, the letters together make one sound.

will    jazz    pass

Read each sentence. Underline the word that ends 
with the same two consonants. Write the word on 
the line.

1. Cam will hit.

2. Dan can pass.

3. Matt has a big hat. 

4. Pam has to miss school. 

25Grade 1 • Unit 1 • Week 2
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The words in a sentence must be in the 
right order. 

The order must make sense.

Correct: Tim has a tan cap.

Not correct: cap a has Tim tan.

  

Grammar: Word Order

A.  Circle the sentences that have the words in the 
right order.

1. tag can Dan play.

2. Bill can go here.

3. cat hid The bag in a.

4. Sam is a big pig.

5. Sid and Pat can go.

B.  Write your own sentence. Check that your words 
are in the right order from left to right.

28 Grade 1 • Unit 1 • Week 2



Name 

A.  Read each word in the box. Use a word from the box 
to complete each sentence.

clap     flag     slam     blac k     glad

1. We are

2. Matt and Kim

3. Do not the door!

4. I can see a
C

op
yr

ig
ht

 ©
 M

cG
ra

w
-H

ill
 E

du
ca

ti
on

. P
er

m
is

si
on

 is
 g

ra
nt

ed
 t

o 
re

pr
od

uc
e 

fo
r 

cl
as

sr
oo

m
 u

se
.

Phonics: l-Blends

Grade 1 • Unit 1 • Week 3

B.  Add one letter to make a new word with a blend.  
Then write the word. 

1. back 2. sip 

   .

  .

  

  .
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The letter o stands for the short o sound you 
hear in sock and dot.

Phonics: Short o

A.  Read the words in the box. Listen for the short o 
sound. Write the word that names each picture.

mop       hop       clock       box

1. 2.

3. 4.

B.  Circle and write each word that has the short o sound. 

5. can mom clip

6. fin mat top

51Grade 1 • Unit 1 • Week 4



Name 
Spelling: Short o
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Grade 1 • Unit 1 • Week 4 

A.  Read the words in the box. Then sort the words using 
the word endings.  

hog    hop    hot    log    lot    top

Words with og Words with ot Words with op

B.  Think of words that have the same word endings. 
Add them to the chart.
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Name 

A. Read the words in the box.  Use a word in the box 
to complete each sentence.

 dress bread ten pet egg head

1. Ben has   hats.

2. Dan will have .

3. This nest has an .

4. Max is a good .

B.  Change one letter to make a new word with the short 
e sound. Then write the word.

1. man  2. pat 
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Phonics: Short e: e and ea

Grade 1 • Unit 2 • Week 1 
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Structural Analysis: Contractions with  ‘s

Grade 1 • Unit 2 • Week 2 

A contraction is when you put two words together to 
make one word. Read the words: he is. Now read the 
contraction: he’s.
The apostrophe (‘) stands for the missing letter i in is.

A.  Read the two words. Write and read the contraction.

1. she is  2. he is 

3. it is  4. let us 

B.  Read the sentences out loud. Circle the contractions.

1. Let’s go to the store.

2. Do you know if it’s cold out?

3. She’s bringing her coat.
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Phonics: Long i: i_e

A.  Read the words. Circle the word that has the long i 
sound. Write the word on the line.

1. will slide slid 

2. nine his nip 

3. fin pin fine 

4. bit lick bite 

5. pine pin dip 

B.  Add one letter to make a new word with the long i 
sound. Then write the word.

1. quit 2. rip  

180 Grade 1 • Unit 3 • Week 2 
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A.  Read the words in the box. Then sort the words using 
the word endings.

age   ledge   nice   page   rice   wedge

Words with ge Words with ce Words with dge

B.  Think of words that have the same word endings. 
Add them to the chart.

198 Grade 1 • Unit 3 • Week 3 

Spelling: Soft c, Soft g, dge
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   Reading Comprehension 
Practice 

 
	



Tamika's Trip to the Zoo

Tamika's Trip to the Zoo
by ReadWorks

Tamika and her father planned a trip to the zoo. The new baby 
polar bears were there. They were called Milly and Tilly. Tamika 
would meet her friend Jesse near the polar bears.

Tamika's father drew a map of the path they would follow. He drew 
a picture of the zoo's front gate. That is where they had to show 
their tickets. He drew a path from the gate to the polar bears. The 
path turned left. Then it went straight. The polar bears would be 
right there. He drew a picture of a baby polar bear on the map.

When they got to the bear house, Jesse was there!

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Tamika's Trip to the Zoo - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What did Tamika and her father use to plan the path 
that they would follow at the zoo?

A. a map
B. a list
C. an iPhone

2. Who does Tamika plan to meet at the zoo?

A. her friend Jesse
B. her dad
C. Milly and Tilly

3. Tamika's father draws a picture of a baby polar bear on 
their map. Why does he draw a baby polar bear?

A. Tamika wants to see the baby polar bears.
B. The polar bear on the map marks where the polar 
bears are at the zoo.
C. Polar bears are Tamika's favorite animal.

ReadWorks.org · © 2021 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Tamika's Trip to the Zoo - Comprehension Questions

4. What is "Tamika's Trip to the Zoo" mostly about?

A. Tamika and Jesse's day at the zoo
B. what animals Tamika wants to see
C. Tamika planning her trip to the zoo and how she will 

find Jesse

5. What animal house is on the map that Tamika's father 
drew?

ReadWorks.org · © 2021 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Tamika's Trip to the Zoo - Comprehension Questions

6. What did you learn from "Tamika's Trip to the Zoo"?

7. Class Discussion Question: Why did Tamika and her 
father draw a map before they went to the zoo?

8. Draw a picture of the map that Tamika's father drew.

ReadWorks.org · © 2021 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



What Is a Bird?

What Is a Bird?
by Rachelle Kreisman

A bird is an animal with feathers and wings. Most birds can fly. Birds have two legs. They can walk, run, or 
hop.

All birds have a backbone. It is also called a spine. Birds have many hollow bones. Hollow bones have 
empty space inside. They make a bird's body lighter. That helps birds fly.

Birds are warm-blooded. They make their own body heat.

Birds lay eggs. The shells are hard. Birds keep the eggs warm. How? They sit on them until the eggs 
hatch! Then the bird takes care of its chicks.

ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



What Is a Bird? - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What makes a bird's body lighter?

A. two legs
B. feathers and wings
C. hollow bones with empty space

2. How does the text describe birds?

A. Birds are colorful and noisy, and they are messy pets.
B. Birds are cold-blooded and have scales.
C. Birds have feathers, wings, two legs, and a backbone.

3. Baby birds are called chicks, and they come from bird 
eggs.  What part of the text tells us that this is true?

A. Birds have many hollow bones.
B. When a bird's eggs hatch, the bird has chicks to take 
care of.
C. Birds keep their eggs warm by sitting on them.

4. What is "What Is a Bird?" mainly about?

A. how birds have babies
B. the characteristics of birds
C. bird backbones

ReadWorks.org · © 2021 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



What Is a Bird? - Comprehension Questions

5. What do birds have that help them walk, run, or hop?

Birds have

6. What did you learn from "What Is a Bird"?

ReadWorks.org · © 2021 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



What Is a Bird? - Comprehension Questions

7. Class Discussion Question: Use information from the 
text to explain how birds keep their eggs warm.

8. Draw a picture of a bird.

ReadWorks.org · © 2021 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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